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In tho * Poems of Honse and Home.” Mr. Pintt
eproduces the fine gualities which have given him
amarked prodminence as a favorite Western poet
pmong readers of taste and fevling in every quarter
of the American Parnassus, He s w idely Teoog-
nized as the poet of the guiet affvetions, of beanti-
ful scenes in Nature, of the tender and loving
manifestations of character. Without ntense

passionateness, or the athletio virility which sng-
gosts the training of the prize-fichter, he is always |
mingnlarly lucid in lis pereeptions, 1ofty and chaste
in his tone of thought, rich in fiaginative ussocia-
tions, aud elotling his sweet fancies ma diction of
exqniette grace and beanty, Mr. attisa watehful
and devout ohseryer of Natire; s imnressions of the
external world are derived from an eye unsealed to
its significance and power; he has traced its se-
eret hannts of poetry and romance with the devo-
tion of alover; and no aspect of beanty and joy
elndos the vigilance of his fond gaze. One of the
principal poems in the present volnme, entitled ' A
Drean of Church Windows,” deseribes the transi-
tion from the sunset glow of a sylvan village
chareli to the gorgeous splendors of a European
cathedral, where
mocpta wnd martyrs shine in anclent fire,
Witie above 1o twilight dusk aud teoder,
Atigels whiten with divipe desire.

The dream of the poot turns from the speetacle of
enchantment, and finds in the imple charm of a
Western home, a diviner glory than is shown in all
the powmnp of Art :—

All the alr is led with a vision :
seraphs breathe their brenth of mnele there ;
Men who inade thelr lives & holy mission
Elow 1heir souls in marble everywhe
Pat, within, some stranger’s heart 18 hannted
With the falthis of homeler aitars bright,
Baints in dearer window-glow enehnuted
Tibh iw fuce is dark with saddencd ligh

And he sees i dream the wosdiands hoatrs,
Ficak with long November winds amd Iaiug,
Reddened wlille the jevel sitnset giory
Floais on sl) the weatern window-panes §

Berts, s 1 do, while the phantom splendid
Of those gorgegns windows passss bricht,
Anud the radianee, which my dream attended,
slowly fades and falters o might @

While anrond the bare amd dumh November
Cilinsi-lke stanids napid the crnnson huge,

Andd the glhnmering casemenls searee rewember,
Ghosi-like lu the gloom, the sunset binge i—

Boees o sudden, newer, dearer aplendor
Fastie fromn o thousand windows warm,
Where the cdldren erowd with Lces tonder,
Guaried by the firestide™s saered olisim,

Lot me leave the twilight's dusk refMection,
And the ghosts thay wale the notammal night (=
w

stand within the Western V\'II ihht
The “airy nothing” of “Counterparts
of the duintv ¢ eits of o soft Evglish madrigal of

the olden Litne :—

| than

" han a tonch |
1

I aend), Swest, my vearning]
Halt-Kisses to thee
Ol seind thy returning
Half-Xisaes Lo e,
Wihen onr half-Kisses meet, love,
Wont marvels ave birth !
ALl lwie thlbgs, and sweel, love;
New Heaven, new Earthd
#A Sune of Content,” breathes the sweet sense of
housshold 1ife wlich the anthor never fails to con-

fess and glorify :—
The cagla nostles nenr the sun ;
The doves low uest for e -
The gagie's on the vrag : sweet One,

The dovi's In our green 1ren,
* For hunrts (it et thite and mine,
Hoeaven hicsses by entrth:
Ths mnigils of ¢ H e e hall shine
Ihe angels of oup beasth

That his suprewe content 1 the jors of home is
nse 15 shown o the inseription which
on opening the volnme :—
I glve this book with sacred gratitude,
i 1M, gonil,
s hreatbies bt pard
Of vour pure sjurit, svweet person, tender heart,

The true seoret of the 's work is revealed in

the following lines wl uthifulness of sentiment

g LA
shiiues thrangh the de

not withont ¢

Tieaey of thewr exprossion:—
70 4 LONELY WoOODLAND SPRING.

Pure dweller in the shadows green,
L lnat tof thesolifmile,
W hone lovely work s wronzht unseen

Forever jo the pathless wood !

Tike thine T wish my task might e :—
With the shy fountuin's loneiv birth
Tn Nature's close society,
Lt s nitlog beanty throjggh the cartls

Bueh 15 the poet's life @ a stream
From lis heart 1sing ever steals,
Weonthiine hare ase with beauty's gleam
Atiinbow on the bitsy whoels!

Mr. McKmght's “Sonnets,” which have already
appeared inanother form, exlibit & rure power of
settiction oo themes of profoind hnport, eombined
with o richuess of immgindtion and o fertility of po-
etical eXPression, wlhich Nuture seldom presents i
company with the love of searching 1mto the dark
prolilems of human desting. The work possesses

not ooly an imaginative it a meditative nmity,
forming o harmontous treatiae, a3 complete and co- |
horent us Pope's ** Essay on Man,” the latter bowmg |

nkaon in the garb of poetry,
a pectical eroation with the
i The *Sonnets,” as all

aphil
while the former is
gubstunce of plitlos

souncta should he to Estss any wile interest, are
evidently the frait of individual expenicace, with
a deep yearnmgfor the lighest fulfilment of life, not
untinetured with tter sorrow, not utitouched by
the agony of douht, bhut resting at last in the serene
vopose of wodest faith and inward peace. Tho re-
ligiona nature of wan is contemplated chicfly in Its
etlicil expression,  In the view of the anthor, the
trie conduet of life 18 of anere hmportance
than accnracy of speculation, His theory cwm-
brages  the moblest  spit of  the BStole
schoul, it presents (hat austera philosophy
softened and graced with the adormments of a
wasenline fancy, Mr, MoKnight's poetry may ¢l !
o rank among the most vigorous productions of re- |
cent times. It is evervwhere fortificd with high
and substautinl thounglit 5 it indicates the presence
of a man rather than of o mere artist 3 itis fres
from cast-irou formulas, from the aridity and hond-
pesgo  abstract epeculation ; but gracefolly Llends
the strength of reflection with the sweetness and 1
beauty of a poctre spivit, The secret of life, as
pet forth in manifold forms by Mr, McKuight, is
forcibly atfhounced inthe following sonnet i —
TIME's BEST FROMISE.

O bappy thon, whoss daily work supplies
To others Joys that vlse would pever
Yor thine suull bie the happiuces o
OFf many beurts, and thive the g
S'he tuture snoweth to forelooking ey
For safel e roscrved ln store for theo
i Cocasionhs for ¥el nobloy charily —
Tt way be for sublime sclf sacrifice,
The day may coms when mich of that delight
Bhallin upmingled purity be thine,
Which tills the sonls of measengers diving ;
Wha, with invisihie and silent Night,
O'er the abodes of mortals bave bestrown
ke Denr Uleasings, sud forever are unkuown,

The spiritual beauty of a * patient continuance in
well-doing ” has seldom been more aptly illustrated
$lap in these Jiues:—

The Mignest One, T trast, will not despise
Thy life's ablution, though It be but Lours
OF gratitude and woprder ; for tn bowers

Of widest woodlund thay remotely }

Enown only to the bee thut hath not cves
For fiuer lipes und huve, He bids his powers
Chertsh most delicately rinted flowers ;

Assuring thus our bearts that He doth prizs

For its own suke the beauty, pure and lowly,
Of frultiess blossows, Cun he valie leas
The des) er, unobiFusive comellness

©! & meck huwan soul, devout aud boly :
Even if, in bumbleucss of life unkuowa,
Copsplcuons virtues it Las never shown 1

The eame idea is attired in & rich poetical coloring

n this noble sonuet :—
e presence of the heantiful ye know
Hy one sure slgu, iu onlv une bleat hoar
vf a only when ye foel your souls’ own dower
©1 beanty lurger, nore conteutful, grow.
Aud all its outward sway dolb beauty ewe

1
it

Tuto ita widely self-difusing power,
That radiates from the petals of a flower,
From lines and angles of a flake of snow ;
That makes the stars shed peace serene and great
On troubled minds turongh wpward-looking eyes;
One noble action of sell-saerifico
The dally lives of miiliuns clavate !
And clear, aceordant songs of sonla snblime
Echo from kindred sonls through endless time.

Tho power, and significance, nnd ethical sove-
reignty of the Deautiful, a theme which pervades
the whole volume, 18 proclaimed in the following
sonnet with an odorons perfume of expression
which might hava charmed the bees of Plato:—

Whene'er the atoms into forms comiine,
The grouping, suapiog forees seem Lo owe
Altogiines to the heantifml, and show
Beanly has power to mould aid to aefine,
1te blessed prosence seams potent slgu
Whioh e'en obdurate elements well know §
Toward it alone will Xuture's favors flow,
Lven with Ha weasure meles the traoe Iiyvine.
Yor when, nttent, the beautiful we view,
Aud radiant beanty entors throvgh the nlﬁm_.
Thie sond 18 1000 with bope sud deep delight
Asif 15 Delng were assured anew ;
As AT the elght to be bad been bestowed
Ouly where Beanty wuaketh 1ta ahode.

“ A Masque of Poets” which is presepted as an
example of tbe ** No Name Series” by & conspicu-
ous publishing houso in Boston, pguing the cu-
riosity of the reader to gness out the buud of the
author, affords materials for a pleasany game of
blind man's bufl to season the good cheer of the
holtdavs. The poet, to be sure, in this case s cou-
cealod behind the masque, while the gnesser gropes
with his eyes onen to nnd a favorite uuder the pro-
voking disguise. It has pnzzled the wits of more
one  wise expounder of sccrels to un-
the mystery, and the universe, we
believe, has not  yet been  anthentically in-
formed of the respective identities of thess
“yeiled prophetsof Khorassan,” There is certunly
some excellent poetry in the volume, no matter
who wrote it, some pretension and commonplace,
and it must pensively bo coufessed o lirtle trash,
to which none of the great poets said to fignre in the
musancrade, would care to put his name; but to
whom we are to aseribe the excellence and to whom
the trash must be left to the conjectures of the
meek mquiring publie,

Mr. O'Reilly’s * Songs, Legends and Ballads.”
which are here collected in one volume, have al-
ready gained in o different form a large share of the
public favor, and established the reputation of the
yvouthiful anthor as an origival and vigorous poef
Thoy consist partly of navratives of Australian lif
and adventare, partly of patriotie aud occasioual
poeins sugeested by the publicincidents of thie day,
and partly by songs inspired by the social and do-
mestic affoctions, expressing a vein of pure and no-
ble sentiment o vivid poetical dietion,  Mr.
(' Reilly aims chiefly at the bold utterance of strong
fecling.  His words, if not always choice, never finl
to be effoctive,  1le does not court (he artiticial re-
finements of composition, but his nurratives of pas-
slon os well a8 lils pieturos of Nuture often possess
a tercible reality, whose tragic charncter is not re-
leveid by any sobtle arrangement of light and
shude. Most of his poems are snrebarged with a
vich awd glowing vitality, combined with a smmewy
power of executton, that gives body and form to the
most imaginative wdesl conceptions,  He writes
from experivice, bt from an experience enKindled
and glonfied by ardent emotion, arraying the facts
of comnon life in the purple tabes of poetie faney.

1t Mr. Gilder's new venture in “The Poet and his
Master” shows little perceptible advanee on the
provious volute which has found so flattering a
reception among the luvers of genuine poetry, it is
owing to the matarity of thought and adunrable
finieh of excention which lcave few sighals to mork
the progress of improvement. Hia  former
poctical uliering was siuginlurly froo from the nsunl
faults of youthful eomposition, The firness of its
tone, ita chustened vigor of jmagination, the reso-
Tite self-command evioeed in its gquivt relicence of
exprossion, botrnved @ high ideal of exeellence and
astudious mtimacy with the mors rarely gifted
musters of imaginative verse,  The samo quaiities
are exhibited in the present volume. Mre Gilider
never falls to control the Mights of s soaring wase,
He indulges in no vague conceptions, needs uo dif-
fuseness of language toconcesl o dearth of fanucy,
and pever makes use of random expressions or
clonded imagery in the Liek of Toetd vision and firm
purpose, The poem trom which the volume tales
its name, and which by some apparenily whinsical
caprice is placed at its end, preseuts a noble adesl
of the functions of poctry as the sylnce of the trogie
elements 1o human  life, No o doubt the piciure
of man's nusery on eartliis painted in too Iurud
eolors ; It represents the walls of Carlyle and the
evpieism of Schopenhanes vather than the cheerful
wisdom ol Govthe ; aud to0 BATTOW scupe i Liven to
the mission of verse 3 but the skeich is marked by
ne less suggestiveness of thonght than skitl in ex-
ceution, ad if not trae 24 & whole posgesses signifi-
cant features whichat demands the art of the poet
toporttay 1o the worli, The scens may be eet
forth in mmiature as follows : Oue day the poet s

ridlilla

diseoversd by bis master sitting in solemn
ol woe-begone mood, with his larp Jyiug
an the ground, uttering s etravge and trem-

bling voice ns it was swept over by the moan-
g wind,  Tha uaster demands the canse of the
poet’s silence, HMe s told that a great personal grief
strikes duwb the lips of song. The master re-
pliea s —

“Alns, and hast thon then go soon forgat
Thie boud that witi thy it ol soug did go—
revers a8 fate, fixed and unchaugenble 1

Dot thon uot Kuow this Is the poet's lotl

"Ml soniuds of wat - in baleyon tiues ol praoe—
Tostrrke the ringlog wire and not to conso

I hoors of goneral happiness to swell

Llie cotritaon ; attd wasn the peogle ery

With plovins votoe daguid Lo the gt liess sy,
"Lis ks rame the unlversal jpuayon
Awd breutte the bl of soug upon the securséd alr ¢

Jut the poct conttinues that he does not borrow

the robe of griel to deck the bpages of sorrow, it
that he bas seon beyond the veil of youll, has
catght the sad seeret of Iife, and thar now Lis heart
is dedd within Jow, aud *a thick pall darkens the
wideday sun”  The burden of the povin 8 brouglt
out i the repiy of the master, whe enfuiees the
good ol ki as the wotive of song: —

s SN ot thon tall

This eoreow 1 Call this Koowiedge 4 € thou blind
Audignorant ! Koow, thea, thon yet shalt thil,

e thy full doye are timnhereld "neath the sun,

Thon, o thy shallow vouth, b
To guvss what Fuowlediy 1s, [\
And ol the lufnite sui of L i
Shadt fhd for eanch vich drop of porfect "

Thow pavest, gt lash, n theeelold price i blomd ;
What s most noble in thee—<every thought

Hoaghwert o best—opushied, spat upon and brought
To nn open shiatoe : thy natural anoranes
Conoted thy cvime 3 the wortid all puled by chanee,
Sahe thak tue wood aost sufler ; but above

'il;-"d_‘ HE another,—eruel, wohsiFoue, worse

Fligen all before,—thy pare aml passionite love
Shall bring the ooy b thigable curse,”

Aud thou who tellst wo thys, dost bid we sing 1"

S0 G thee sioge, even though § bave not told
All the deep Moot of angalsh sbiall] e polled
Avrogs thy breast,  Nod, Poer, slialt thoo g
From ot thos bathy grot! Tell
Thy prvate woe at not to hutean ear,

Save i the shape of comfort for thy kil

b never sl (g song, tutne not o couse
WL TP 3= thine,  Haply, "aid those who liesr,
Thy tunsie to ane soul shidl warmne peaes,
dnongh for thysell 1t hath o power to cheer.,

U hn shall thiy sl ihrougen s pieit grow
Btrone ib itk sufferity rewlee
A ng the dr 1 andd thnnder=sha 1 akics
Pass | gl st —thou slit Kuow
Au end ot ealin, whin evening bivezes blow ;
And lovking on tiy Hie with visfon ta
Blialt sec the shadow of & band d1vine”

The poviteaches & sane ethical lesson, thongh
the sounduess of its fonndation might ke ealled in
question, A more cheerful view of life is suggested
4 this ittle snateh of dainty melody :—

1 1;:»_\' be,

» tho wind

O thie wildl rose treg
Tany tuds there e,
Yor ench suuny hour
i but one perfect flower,

Thon who wor
Oy wide 1l Cyen—

To eueh suniny houy

Fiuck the oue perfeet flower !

t e wise

The didactic vein which, to a greater or less (e
groe, pervades Mre. Gilder's poetry, withont im-
pairing the pluy of fancy, often crops out unexpect-
edly, as in the following example : —

A ThOUGHT,
from s window on a land
Luat iny in allenee und th Ll sum g
A land of broad, green meadows, through which poured
Towo mvers, slowly whilenlng to the sey, —
Thus, ne I looked, | kuow nol how or whenee,
Was horne luto my unexpectant soul
Thut thought, lute learned by anxious-witted mwan
The infinite patienss of the Kiornal Miwmd, '

The pieces in this volume are usnally as fine in
auality as they are fow in number, showing that o
single Lighly-wrought gem is wore precious thau o
cart-load of pebblea,

The volume of * Poems,” by Mrs, Sarah Ielen
Whitman, includes the coutents of * Hours of Life,!

(e, lookin

a small book published some twenty five years

New Publications.

Snstracnon.

e . e B Bl

ago, together with mauy additional p of 1
date, some of which were written but a ghort time
before the anthor's death in 1878, **Hours of Life”
recalved o eordial greeting from o limited naomber
of admirers at the time of its first publication, and
was welcomed in these columns as ** remarkable for
the lifo-like reality with which it weaves the recol-
lections of a profonnd and intense experience mie
the natural materials of song, Here,” it was then
said, “are all the usnal clements of poelry—
a passionate  love of mnature, an imagination
equally  Dbrilliant nnd  plastic, a temperamont
keenly alive to all Dbeauniful iuspirations and
influences, a taste ripened and enriched by ex-
quisite enlture, and a facility and eharm of expros-
sion, nmiting spontaneons grace amd freshness with
clussical finish, But it is not these qualitics that
form the peenliar distinetion of the volume Lefore
us, Rich asitis in eharactoristics that would es-
tablish an enviable fame for any writer, the vein of
thonght and sentiment which it opens in s lead-
ing picce gives it a stamp of individunlity, as a
revelation of the inner life, which well-nigh eolipses
the subordinate felicities of the volnme" The -
pressions thus made bave not been impaired by the
lapso of time, but are renewed amd sl rengthened by
the perusal of the present edition,  Of all the poets
among American women, Mrs, Whitman may be
pronounced, with seacce an exception, the most po-
otieal, In the approach to masculing sternness and
strongth, indepth of thonght and holidness of ini-
ery,shie may certaiuly have boen surpassed by singers
of w later day: but in rlehness of funey, tenlerness
of feehing. and tho subtle charm of expression
which reveals the hidden sonl of poetry, it 18 not
oasy to name the writer who can b matched with
the child of genins whose rapt inspirations spread
their enchantinent overhe present volume. The
later pocins now publisied betray none of the in-
firmitios of declining years. They bmathe tae
spnt of immortal youth, and inthe flowing sweet-
ness and puthetie grace of their tender melody, ¢x-
Bibat @ heart which colduess coutd not chill, and
illustrate a lifo whieh dish not grow old with aw

s hange”, by William Leighiton, is a thoughitfrl
didactie poem, aiming to repreduce the eonelusions
of modern bistorienl and philosophieal vesearch in
“the whisper of the Splinx.”  Thoanthor boldly
grapples with some o1 the most thoiny problems in

( the history of speculition, and i he does not attain

to a satisfactory solution he presents the methods
and results of his inquires in sonorons and stately
vorse. The admirer of Yonog's ** Night Trhougtts,”
or Akenside's * Plea f oo haginetion,™ may
find comfort in his paees, 1 arv tog absiract
in their eharacter, too ph m al ia their aim,
ton gevere in the'r tone, o ol b uamd teo much ro-
bust thinking and haed ¢ adog for the taste of
those who love poetey for s Lone and anexpross
ihle del ghts rathior than for it didaetie ntilities,
The poems in the velaae euiitled * The Searlet
Ouk " indicate o certan e of poetical reading,
a senEe of the aprieals 2o the mmagingtion by the
presence of Nature, o 1-0zisus rame of mind made
habitnal by the nee of religious symbols, and a
facility of versitication which 1 often eraceful,
thongh rarely smpressive s hut nooe of these desir
alle qualities ean take the place of eriginal fnvens
tion and ereative ife in the constrnetion of poctry,

nred

With a high moral purpose, wad a spirit worthy of |

all pratse, most of these pieces sevm the product of
mieory rather than of mnaglaation, though some
of the deseriptive passages show o truecye for N
ture, and considerable power of accmrate observas
tion, The volume is not fies from blemishes,
whether from the jnadvertenee of the authors, or
the jgnoranee of the printers, the worst of whieh,
pethaps, is the change of the famons mseription ou
Hepder's moanment into ** Lieht, Liche, Leiben,”

“The Seleot Poems” of My, Harvey Wee have no
prefensions 1o poctny exeept the thymies which are
They may gratify the

generally quite orthodox.
domestie cirele of the writer, if e rejoices in soch
an fnstitution, bt wo intellizent friend will aid in
givine them a wider pubiicity.
The volume of poems by Mrs. Gustafson com-
prises seleetions from her contrihutions to varions
Ameriean  periodicals, together with  “Meg, a
Pastoral,” atribinte to Willinm Cullen Bryant, sl
“Not Peaee, lint a Sword,” which are now pubil’shed
for the first thue,  The pastoral pocin i a work of
trie beauty and pathos, gathering images of loving
gweetness from the homely scencs of honschold hife
in o rorol furmstend, depieting the trawphs of
Nature over the false glare of passion, wud the
power of afteetion to resist the blundishnents of
artifiee, A simple comutry maiden fignres on the
foregromud of the pieture, who, after closing her
ent to the persuasions of a gay deeeiver from the
South, hus given her heart to the honest son of an
Lonest Larmer, who goes to the war to fight for Lis
countiey, and cones baek wonnded amd maimed,
cenrecly boping permission to claim the hawd of
hig bethrothed, The return-seene, which shows the
quality of the poci, is thns deseribod 1 —
With murnle-pale features and quiverine chin
Mo looked asn iy wh o dobo eame g
Now soltly cgwme furward u i
Aol Mpstied ns i Tose To Bis ye
Nearer with dark diooping Jushes she eame
Oler brow, s ud ahirout the heart-oolor ew,
Tull the dily Ll b pose 0 flnme
Al thie Haene T agienetiod in the sudier
OF the w1 P00 TTed eyes, thut prered
With tho sweet, sltong lusite of happy love.

axin]
-

The ampty sleeve ghe Hited, and
Vo e Jips, and laid 1t over Ler b X

Then elasped sie ler hauds, and ralssd them above
Hig bending head, and, passing 1hem over,

Direw tiem ¢lose poimd e neck of ise lover.

R shead o e tresahlingg, bk contd por apeak
Por the greal hot tewrs Phnt wettod Bis chbevi,

A Litthe v e toroed Ber Beantiinl e
To the ol bors gronged i the ehitn
Aud she thanked atid blessed them with 1lest grace,
At sk prond it every one there shoull sec,

Wi fid ol ome arm, e now lind three

Andd bt for ber wrms die losd siok at her (et

FFur Joy s s sl Wonder so sweet,

Then forth went v wna father wnd mother,
Leaying those two slone with cacli otber,

The shieht provineiabism in thissketeh will readily
e exctised by ts stmple trathfulness of feeling, In
the poewn to the memory of Bevant, the writer nakes
i of prassanges Trom the venera e bard to tHlustrate
the eharnetey of Lis poetey atwd to honor lis personial
trasts. It s aonore sinbitious prodaction than the
one jnst referred to, and mny pertinps e decned too
fanciful for genuine emotion, but s impressive
sketehes are marked by many fehieities of thought
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